Looking after your Cavalier King Charles Spaniel

[image: image1.jpg]



Congratulations! You are about to or have just received your new Cavalier puppy.  Hopefully you will both share many years of fun and happiness. The following guide may help you and your Cavalier settle in better. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any concerns or questions regarding your Cavalier. I’d really appreciate a call to let me know how your puppy is settling in.
The First Days

A baby puppy is very much like a human baby so they need more attention and time. It may also be that it is the first time away from littermates; therefore it is not unusual for a puppy or even an older dog to take a few days to settle into their new home. Plenty of cuddles and patience is what is required. Don’t panic too much if he/she doesn’t eat the first day. However, some cooked boneless chicken may tempt him/her.

A change of diet and water or the stress of the move may cause diarrhoea. If you are at all concerned please phone me. If the dog appears to be unwell or the diarrhoea is severe or contains blood contact your vet immediately. 
Worming

Your puppy has already begun his worming programme. Worming should continue once every two weeks up until three months of age, then every six weeks until six months of age. After that your dog should be wormed every three months. Your Vet or Pet Shop will have a range of suitable worming tablets. I use and recommend Drontal All Wormer.

Vaccinations

Your dog will have had his vaccinations up to the date of purchase and you will have been given a vaccination certificate, which shows when his next booster is due. The vaccinations protect them from the deadly diseases of Distemper, Parvovirus and Hepatitis and once an adult they require yearly boosters to ensure that they remain protected.
Microchipping

Your puppy has been microchipped as per the law regarding council registration of dogs in NSW. You should receive a registration form in the post within a month of purchasing your puppy. Take this to your local council along with the appropriate fee to obtain lifetime council registration for your dog. For interstate people please contact your local council for advice.
CURRENT DIET
Your Cavalier has been having the following diet:

Dry Food
Royal Canin Mini Junior Dry Food – is a complete diet so no supplements are necessary, however you may give puppy a treat 3 or 4 times weekly of some of the foods listed below. Also see below a chart for feeding quantities based on age and adult weight of puppy.
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So, a cavalier’s adult weight should normally be between 6 – 8kg, therefore a puppy aged 2 months should be fed 1 ¼ cups of Royal Canin Mini Junior daily, divided into 2 or 3 meals.

Of course all dogs are different so keep an eye on your puppy’s body condition and if you feel he is getting too fat, reduce the amount fed or if too thin, increase the amount until you find a quantity to suit his metabolism.

RECOMMENDED FOODS (can be added to dry or fed separately)
Raw beef, chicken or lamb mince
EXTRAS – that can be added to meal or fed separately
Raw chicken necks (cut into tiny pieces/tenderised/minced)

Raw vegetables (grated/processed)

Rice and pasta 

Scrambled/cooked eggs, raw egg yolk

Cottage cheese, block cheese

Sardines in oil

Natural yoghurt

TREATS 

Pork chews (dried pigs ears)

Raw veggies e.g. carrots

Meaty rib bones (raw)

FOODS NEVER TO FEED YOUR DOG

Milk (Puppy Milk excepted)
Cooked bones of ANY kind

Chocolate
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Diet

The information provided in this booklet is a rough guide only and you must judge for yourself if your dog is getting the right amount of food to maintain an ideal weight. A happy healthy dog should have a shiny coat and a willingness to play.  The ribs should be covered however you should still be able to feel them.  An obese dog is an unhealthy dog, and it is particularly important that your pup not be allowed to get overweight as it places too much strain on their growing bones and joints.

It is advisable to continue with his current diet for the first few days, then new foods can be gradually added to his diet. If he does not eat his meal straight away, remove the food after 20 minutes and offer it at the next mealtime. Don’t give in and offer other food as he will learn that by refusing to eat he will be given ‘other or better stuff’ and will become a fussy eater. Thankfully most Cavaliers are very good eaters.
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dog and you.

Puppy (8 weeks - 6 months) Feed morning and evening plus fresh water available all day. Increase the amount you give him according to his growth. 

Junior (6 months - 1 year) One main meal a day. A snack bone may be given in the morning. 

Adult Same as for ‘Junior’ but slightly less and change to an adult formula.

Your dog will love the occasional bone and they also help clean their teeth, but definitely no cooked bones of any kind as these can splinter and kill your dog. Most dogs also love raw hide chew bones or pigs ears (available at pet outlets). They are good for cleaning teeth and don’t pose the same dangers as cooked bones.
Toilet Training

Some puppies seem to be naturals and others need more training; however the best word of advice I can give you is patience. First thing in the morning, last thing at night, immediately after waking from sleeping, after meals, drinking or playing, take the puppy outside and stay with him until he goes to the toilet and then praise him immediately he goes. With a lot of praise and encouragement he will soon learn that is where you want him to go. Remember if he does (and he will) have an accident inside; he didn’t do it on purpose or to annoy you, so no smacking or rubbing his nose in it! 
When I am housetraining a new puppy, I make a habit of taking him outside every hour and if I don’t and he has an accident, I roll up a newspaper and whack myself on the head with it! It is my fault, not his!
Fences
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Cavaliers have no road sense! You must therefore have secure fences around your property. All fences should be checked to ensure that your puppy cannot get through or under the fence and as they get older that they can also not jump over it. It is also important to check that your fenced in yard does not have any hazards in it that could harm your puppy e.g. poisonous plants or substances or objects that could fall onto him etc. Until your puppy is older, it is advisable to have a small confined area to put him while you are not at home.

Sleeping – Bedding 

When you first get your puppy he may be a little unsettled, especially at night. Remember he is used to sleeping with his littermates. Where he is to sleep at night must be safe, secure, warm and draught free. An excellent idea is a puppy pen, available from most pet outlets. You can then place plenty of newspaper on the floor, which makes accidents easy to clean up. A young puppy cannot go outside to sleep at night, as they do not have the ability to keep warm. Please remember that your new puppy is like a baby and requires a large amount of sleep. They must be allowed to sleep undisturbed and have an area to go to that is theirs. If there are young children in the household it is important that they are taught that when the puppy goes to his area that he must be left alone.
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A dog crate is an invaluable thing to have. It can be used as a bed for the dog inside and it is an essential item for transporting dogs in the car, as a loose dog in the car is dangerous. Dogs should be restrained just as children must be. Crates are available from pet outlets.

Desexing

I do strongly recommended that your Cavalier be desexed unless you have a specific agreement with the breeder not to do so. For bitches this means that you do not have to put up with a ‘season’ every six months with all the associated problems of visiting dogs etc. For males desexing at an early age can help alleviate the common ‘marking of territory’. 
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Grooming

A good brush and comb every few days is usually sufficient to keep his coat healthy and knot free. Concentrate on the ears, especially behind them, under the tail and the tail itself, as these are the most likely places for knots to form. 

Your dog should not require to be bathed, more than once a fortnight. More frequent bathing can cause dryness of the coat and skin. 

Other grooming requirements are that ears need to be kept clean and dry. After a bath dry the ear as much as possible with a towel and then a gentle clean with a cotton bud. DO NOT poke the cotton bud too far into the ear as you may damage the ear. Your Vet will have products available that help to keep ears clean. I use ‘Epiotic drops’ to help dry up any moisture. This is available from pet outlets. If at any time you notice a smell coming from the ears then you need to seek medical attention.

Training

To teach your puppy to walk on a lead you should get a soft lead or collar and lead. Put this on the puppy and allow him to run around with it a few times this gets him used to the feel of having something around his neck. Make sure he is supervised at these times so he does not get tangled up and hurt himself. With any training, food works as a great bribe/reward. 

The next step is to pick up the lead and encourage him to walk beside you by holding a piece of chicken, cheese or his favourite food out in front of him and encourage him to follow it. When he has done what is expected, praise him and give him the treat. At all times give lots of praise with your voice, use his name and tell him that he is a ‘good boy’. Training times should not be longer than five or ten minutes for a baby. The secret with any training is patience, repetition and reward. For more advanced training most areas have Obedience Clubs that run classes

As previously stated Cavaliers have absolutely no road sense. It is therefore vital that your dog is always on a lead whenever he is near a road and should only be let off the lead when you are sure he will come back to you and in a place that is far enough away from any hazards.

Sometimes if a Cavalier is pulling on a lead or becomes excited he makes a snorting sound. This is due to an elongated soft palette. This is very common to a lot of small breeds. To stop the snorting you can either gently pinch his nostrils together, thereby making him breathe through his mouth or make him swallow by putting your finger on the back of his tongue. This soft palette may also cause him to snore. Other than putting him in another part of the house I have no cure for snoring.

Umbilical Hernias
This is a swelling that sometimes occurs in the navel. Providing it is small, usually no treatment is necessary but if you are at all concerned, it may be repaired at the time of desexing.

Ear Mites

These are a small mite that is transmitted between dogs and cats. If you notice that your dog is scratching his ears or they smell or look dirty you should seek veterinary attention. Treatment is required for all animals in the household (including any cats).

Eyes 

As the Cavalier trademark is their large soulful eyes, they also at times may need attention.  Due to their size they can sometimes weep; this often happens if the weather is particularly dry and windy or if it is the pollen season. If there are any marks on the eye or the irritation continues contact your Vet.

Anal Glands

If your dog has been regularly wormed but is still dragging his bottom along the ground or biting and licking his anus then he may have a blocked anal gland. If neglected these can abscess. Big dogs chew up bones, which as they pass through will express the glands. Smaller dogs cannot always eat the required amount of roughage that will exercise these glands normally. Therefore it is important that you seek Veterinary advice if you suspect that he may have an anal gland problem.

Toys

All dogs love toys to play with and chew; as with children it is important that the toys you purchase are safe. Check to make sure that nothing can be chewed off and then swallowed and be careful with toys that have squeakers or bells inside them. 

Boarding your dog

If at any time you require to have your dog boarded, please do not hesitate to call me. I offer very reasonable rates and your dog will be happier in a home environment rather than a boarding kennel. 
Grooming

As well as a boarding service, I also offer grooming, day care and walking. See my website under ‘Edenridge Pet Services’ for a list of services and prices.

FOOD SUPPLEMENTS

Should not be required if your puppy is being fed a premium diet.

FLEA & TICK TREATMENT

I recommend using Revolution - available from vets and pet outlets. Revolutuion also treats, heartworm and ear mites. You will require a separate treatment for ticks. There are a variety of products available so please see you vet for your options.
WORMING

Drontal All-Wormer, Canex All-Wormer or Exelpet All-Wormer

Drontal and Canex - available from vets or pet outlets 

Exelpet - available from supermarkets
Fortnightly until 12 weeks of age, then tri-monthly

HEARTWORM
Heartguard Monthly treatment - available only from your vet
or daily heartworm tablets - available from pet outlets or your vet

or an annual heartworm vaccination - from your vet

If you choose to use Revolution, this product treats heartworm as well as fleas, ticks and earmites (see above under FLEA TREATMENT).
** Your puppy’s heartworm treatment must begin before he reaches six months of age**
EAR CARE

Epiotic ear drops - available from pet outlets
A few drops placed in ears after a bath will help dry out any moisture

If at any time you need advice, please don’t hesitate to phone or email me. My support is available for as long as you need it. (
RECOMMENDED READING
There are a number or authoritative books available on Cavaliers; these can be purchased or borrowed from your local library.

The Cavalier King Charles Spaniel - Mary Forward ‘Eyeworth’

The Cavalier King Charles Spaniel - Susan Burgess ‘Crisdig’
The Cavalier King Charles Spaniel - E Stenning
All About the Cavalier King Charles Spaniel - Evelyn Booth ‘Millstone’
The Cavalier King Charles Spaniel - Bruce Field ‘Crieda’ 
Cavalier King Charles Spaniel Today - Sheila Smith ‘Salador’

Cavalier King Charles Spaniels – John Evans ‘Alansmere’

The Cavalier King Charles Spaniel – Margaret Workman ‘Costara’
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